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While living in the UK, | had many experiences and broke down the most memorable
ones below. They have been divided based on the time and when | felt them.

Before | left: Before | left, | was nervous. Having to live alone for the first time while
also in a different country was something | had never experienced anything close to. |
had to leave everyone | knew behind and couldn't take most of my belongings, making
me feel a bit lonely too.

First week: | had decided to keep a simple journal while in the UK just to write things
down. | was lucky and my flat mates had not yet moved in, giving me time to adjust to
the unfamiliar environment. This week, the school arranged a gathering for
international students. There | met a few different people with diverse cultural
backgrounds and had fun.

Living quarters: The flat | was assigned had 4 rooms for each occupant, a shared
kitchen, and a shared bathroom.

Second week: This was the week classes started. We only went over introductions to
the classes so there was not too much to do. | did meet someone, so we started talking.
We shared every class, so we had many opportunities to talk.

Classes: | had 4 classes
1. Engineering analysis, where we learned new math concepts.

2. Engineering applications, where we learned how to use a program
called "MatLab”

3. Electronics and Electronic Engineering Practice, where we learned how

to program in “c” and embedded programming. The classes were 6 hours a
week

4. Digital Electronics and Programmable Systems, where we were taught
about different circuit components and made our own circuits.



Third week to winter break: | normally attended classes, but | had a new worry coming
up that | had to address right away. That was what | would do about my meals. I'm not
picky about what | eat, but | did start to think | should start cooking. | had only a small
saucepan, a chopping board, a knife, one fork and a spatula up to this point.

Things | bought: Cooking utensils
1. Big pot

2. Frying pan

w

. Tupperware

N

. Utensils (Forks, spoons, knives and chopsticks)

ol

. A measuring cup

(o)}

. Baking trays
7. Kitchen sieve
8. Scissors

These items were what | used the most often in the kitchen for my stay in the UK. Using
these, something | learned is that | should have put more thought into what | needed
and bought them all at once. | went to the same store multiple times because | did not
do that. Another thing | learned is, | should just buy things that will help me out. |
didn't buy my scissors until the second semester. Even after moving out, | didn't buy a
can opener and just only bought cans that you could open without one. One worry |
did have while trying to buy things were how | would get rid of them. For this, ask your
school or maybe a local church. Schools with these programs and churches usually
have a donation program going on where you can hand in your used kitchen tools.

Winter break: for our break, we were assigned various projects. Luckily, with the

break | was able to catch up and complete my assignments. | had never really been a
student to try too hard. But, living alone had made me change in a way that made me
want to try a bit harder. Normally, | would not ask questions and let things be, but |
sought out classmates and professors to find out answers.

After winter break: | had my first test lined up for the week after winter break ended.
The content was for “Engineering analysis,” which was the class | was doing the best in
out of all the other classes. Even though | knew the content very well, | still felt nervous.



In the Uk, most universities take all the students for a test into the gymnasium and test
all the students together. Taking a test with so many students had also added to my
uneasy feeling. But, when the test had started, | read the questions, wrote down my
answers, lost concentration for a few minutes and even doodled a little on a blank
piece of paper. These were all things | did back home. From this, | learned that even if
the environment is different, at the core all countries are mostly similar.

Till the end of the year: Something | didn't think about till now was that | had never
really had a close relationship with my flat mates. We said hi to each other when we
saw each other, we talked if something needed cleaning. But besides that, we never
talked much. But even though our relationship was not great, we did have a mutual
understanding about noise. | stayed up late talking to people back home or online
friends, one of my flat mates played the guitar and sang during the day, and another
lifted weights in their own room. We let the other be loud when they were loud so we
can be loud when we want to. | am a bit of an introverted person, so | feel this was
ideal for me.

Year End: My tests were over, and my assignments were all turned in. The year had
ended. Usually this would be an exciting time for me, however, most of the friends |
had made during the year all moved back home or were busy with work. | was always
busy with classes, so | never got into any clubs or social gatherings. | felt left out. |
wanted to move back home early, but | didn't want my parents to worry. | tried looking
for part time work just to fill the time | had but had no luck. Something I learned from
that is, if you want to have a part time job, you should look for one earlier. | spent a
few weeks not doing anything, until | decided | wanted to change that. | thought back
to the past year, the previous year too. | realized; | could practice programming. |
looked up videos on Youtube for C# tutorials (A class | took and struggled with in my
second year at " t]) and started learning. | felt much better and motivated each
day. I never thought of myself as a person who needed to do something to not feel so
bad, until | started learning again like this. Before | knew it, the time for my flight was
already here.

After my year in the Uk: All the problems | had in the year now seem like such
inconsequential things now that | went through them. What seemed like such a hurdle
now just seems like my normal days back in Korea. Writing this, | feel as if | am writing
to the me before | started my year in the UK. Things | wish | knew before | moved, that
there is someone who understands what | went through, even if it is just me from the



future.
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